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Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 

the subject of the previous passage. The owner of the vineyard is understood to be God, and the 

payments featured in the story are his reward for mankind (that is, eternal life). The owner employs 

men at different times in the day, and at the end of the day pays them all the same wage. The parable is 

also used to illustrate the teaching about the last and the first. 

answe

treatment of the tax collectors and sinners. 

Note that those who protest and moan about 

injustice in the parable closely resemble the Pharisees who claim more from the Father because of the 

assumption that their good works exceed the value of the good works of others. 

The Parable of the Unforgiving Servant, you may recall, 

king cancels an enormous debt only to have it swept away when the servant will not forgive a small 

one. Similarly, the  Wages (or The Workers in the Vineyard) 

Without knowing the context in which Jesus used such parables, the reason for such shocking twists 

and dark conclusions remains a matter of spe  Most authorities agree that the point Jesus is 

y 

--- even targets of 

discrimination, such as criminals 

inclination to show special generosity to the poor and outcast.?  All of scripture 

points us in the direction of this understanding of the essential character of the God of Israel. 

t on the social justice of 

 more concerned with saying 

something about God. And it is easy to imagine that his message is directed primarily to the disciples. 

For example, the whole poi  (puzzling) saying about first and last, the front and back

directly to his concern that after he has departed, his most faithful followers will assume that because 

they have held a place of honor in the view of their Lord, this means they are placed in a favored 

position vis-à-vis others.  not 

because he paid them all the same but because he paid the last first Thus, the message to the disciples 



is: t because you had a special role when I was on earth that this somehow means you are 

favored for all time. If they are imagining that in his absence they will become wealthy and famous, he 

is telling them that this is not the way things work in the kingdom of heaven. 

People have long argued over various aspects of the fairness or unfairness of the payments made to the 

statement about the radical nature of God a

the kingdom does not come about through works or laboring beyond normal expectations but rather 

str t 

may have felt compelled to make a point of this lesson in a vivid way because people in general have 

such ingrained patterns of behavior and experienc  the seemingly preposterous nature 

 

If you listen carefully to the parable, you will notice that the landowner specifically promises to give 

just compensation and later argues that his decisions are just. What this does is to place the emphasis 

 

 Thus, the 

generosity 

generosity of the landowner and its power to create a forgiving community of justice runs squarely 

against the power of evil that feasts on vengeance and disciplinary distinctions that would divide and 

unsettling as to create dissension and make the building of a new community of believers very, very 

problematic.  

As one scholar puts the matter, 

 It is simply a fact 

that 

 This is a key reality 

ourselves with others and calculating what is due us or being envious of what others receive. Even 

while we speak of justice. None of us is satisfied with average. We always think we deserve a little 

conveying the 

 to people with a limited spiritual outlook. 

Of course, justice itself is important and not to be overlooked. However, it needs to be re-



emb  

Friday. Here is her interesting take on the parable: 

I think that what this parable is trying to tell us is that entrance into the kingdom of heaven does not 

depend upon justice! It depends upon   and God 

keeps going out, at every hour of the day, all day long, to invite us. 

            What this parable says about life in the kingdom of heaven is that it is not wages or hierarchy or 

fairness or even justice which count  but the call to go into the vineyard and our response to it. In the 

parable, all who accepted the landowne

theme of the parable is not generosity, but grace  s grace. 

 all day long, to 

invite people into the vineyard; the grace of God which is offered to all of us, even in the 11th hour, and 

simply awaits our acceptance. To that I say, Amen.   

            

Grant us, Lord, not to be anxious about earthly things, but to love things heavenly; and even now, 

while we are placed among things that are passing away, to hold fast to those that shall endure; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 

and ever. Amen. 

 

 

 

Sources 

Pheme Perkins, Introduction to the Synoptic Gospels, Wm. B. Eerdmans, Cambridge. U.K., 2007 

John Fenton, Saint Matthew, Penguin Books, London, 1963 

Klyne R. Snodgrass, Stories with Intent, Wm. B. Eerdmans, Cambridge, U.K., 2008 

Word & World, Texts in Context, 

Luther Northwestern Theological Seminary, St. Paul, MN, 1993 

 Word & World, Texts in Context, 

Luther Northwestern Theological Seminary, St. Paul, MN, 1984 

N. T. Wright, Matthew For Everyone, vol 2, SPCK, London, 2002 

- Exegetical Notes, www.crossmarks.com  

http://www.crossmarks.com/

